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PREFATORY NOTE

T

HIS brief sketch, of the part taken by the V. M."I. Cadets
in the battle of New Market, has been prepared for the
benefit of the Corps of Cadets on the celebration of the
50th anniversary of the battle on the battle-field; or, at least, for
the benefit of those members of the Corps, who may desire to
obtain a reasonably accurate knowledge of what the New Market
Corps actually did on that occasion; but who have neither tne
time nor the inclination to read a detailed history of the battle.
It is believed that the accompanying map of the battle-field (prepared by Capt. B. A. Colonna, V. M. I. 1864, and Maj. B. B.
Morgan, V. M. I. 1893), supplemented by these facts, will accomplish the object in view.
This sketch is based on Prof. E. R. Turner's book, The New
Mark et Campaign; on original data used by him ; on original
data in the writer's possession; on what the writer actually saw
during the battle; on a careful examination of the battle-field in
19u; and on a careful study of the Colonna-Morgan map.
All of the quotations, with the exception of one from Col.
Shipp's Official Report of the battle, are from a letter, written
from New Market four days after the battle, by Frank Preston,
(Captain B Co., and Assistant Prof. V. M. I.), describing the
march and the battle. This is considered much more reliable
authority for what the Cadets actually did, than the ''recollections''
of participants on either side, written many years after the
event.
The writer has studiously avoided expressing any opinion as
to the effect of the Cadets' participation in the battle, because
he wishes each reader of this statement to draw his own conclusions from the facts alone.
PRESTON COCKE,

V. M. I. N. M., 1864
Richmond, Virginia, May, 1914.
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Salient Features of the Battle in Connection With the
Part Taken by the V. M. I. Cadets
CONDITIONS WHICH CAUSED THE BATTLE.

G

EN. FRANZ SIGEL'S march up the Shenandoah Valley
from Winchester to New Market, Va., in May, 1864, had,
as its objective point, the town of Staunton, where he
could cut the Virginia Central Railroad (Now the C. & 0. Ry.),
and thus deprive General Lee's army and Richmond of one of
their chief sources of supply; and whence he might, eventually,
force his way to the rear of General Lee's army, then South of
the Rappahannock River.
The only C. S. force in the Valley, in May, 1864, was that of
Gen. J. D. Imboden, consisting of cavalry, mounted infantry, and
a battery of six guns, aggregating about 1,500 men. When
Imboden heard of Sigel's advance, about May 2nd, he notified
the Superintendent of the V. M. I. to hold the Corps of Cadets
in readiness to reinforce his little army. As the Valley of Virginia was, in May 1864, in the military department of Gen. John
C. Breckinridge, C. S. A., who was then in Southwest Virginia,
he at once assumed active command of the C. S. forces for the
defense of the Valley. And owing to the small number of
Breckinridge's available forces, the Corps of Cadets was ordered,
on May roth, to join Breckinridge's Southwest Virginia forces
at Staunton; from which point, the whole force could march down
the Valley to join Imboden; or to which point, Imboden could
fall back to join Breckinridge; either of which movements would
necessitate a battle in the upper half of the Shenandoah Valley.

.
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THE MARCH TO NEW MARKET.

The Cadets were a wakened by the long-roll on the night of
May 10th, and ordered to march early the next morning on the
road to Staunton.
On Wednesday morning, May uth, the Corps left barracks
and marched all day over the old Staunton road, ( always in bad
condition, especially in the rainy season), to the town of Midway,
about 18 miles 1 r orth of Lexington, and went into camp, sleeping
in the rain that night.
On May 12th, the Corps marched "in a drenching rain,
through mud and water, to Staunton," about 18 miles.
On I\Iay 13th, the Corps, having joined Breckinridge's veterans in Staunton, marched some 18 or 20 miles down the Valley
Pike to a point South of Harrisonburg.
On May 14th, the Corps continued down the Pike, through
Harrisonburg, to within about 7 miles of ew Market, a march
of about 15 miles, and went into camp in a body of woods on the
East side of the Pike.
On the 14th, there was some skirmishing and an artillery
duel between Sigel's advance column and Imboden north of New
:i\1 arket. ( ee small scale Map.)
On Sunday. May 15th, about I A. M., a pitch-dark and rainy
night, the Cadets were quietly aroused, and after a prayer by
Capt. Frank Preston, B. Co., the Corps commenced its march to
the battle-field; but it did not reach the vicinity of ew Market
until some time after sun-rise, because of one or more protracted
stops.

6

THE BATTLE OF NEW MARKET

THE CADETS

IN

ACTION.

The Corps, after marching and waiting on the Pike for probably IO hours, ( the battle proper having commenced about r I
A. M.), was marched by column by the left flank from the Pike
to a point South of "Shirley's Hill," about one mile South of
New Market, and was there, for the first time, formed into line
of battle behind a fence at right angles to the Pike. ( See Map,
S. W. corner.)
The Corps then advanced North, in line of battle in the third
and last echelon, over the crest of Shirley's Hill. See Map,
position r-b.) As the U. S. batteries did not get the range of
the Corps, until it reached the North slope of Shirley's Hill on
its descent to the "River Road," there were no casualties up to
that point. But on the descent, (probably somewhere near the
present barn), CAPT. HILL, of C Co., and CORPORAL J. S. WISE, of
D Co., and several others were wounded by the explosion of one
or more U. S. shells. This was the Corps baptism of blood.

In the ravine North of Shirley's Hill, (near "River Road"),
the Cadets were halted and made to discard their blankets, etc.
And here they saw, for the first time, a sight which amazed them
more than the carnage of battle: The officers of the veteran command, composing the second echelon, almost in front of the
Corps, when their regiment was ordered to advance, had to force
the skulkers into ranks at the points of their pistols. The delay
in the ravine, while seemingly quite long, is said to have been
only a half hour. This was the lull before the storm, for the
second or hottest part of the battle commenced between r and 2
P. M. It was probably during this interval, or a little earlier,
that Imboden crossed over to the East side of Smith's Creek, with
the intention of re-crossing it to the Pike side, in order to turn
Sigel's left flank; but the---high water in the creek prevented him
from consummating tliis movement. ( See Map, position 26.)
After ascending the South end of the "Bushong" plateau,
( which extends about one mile North to the Bushong House,
see Map), a march in line of battle of one-quarter to one-half
mile over this open and comparatively level ground, brought the
Corps within easy range of the three U. S. six gun batteries on

NEW MARKET BATTLEFIELD
-

MAY IS-1864-

BY 8KIJNCH 8. MOKGAN, C.C.

JIA•r, .,,.,,, rH• r•,••lf~'1HIC.III.

•u1t~6.'f' .,.

-8CNJ,4MtN A. COLONNA -

,..,r,oH• ., 7/f.eo,, Ill"
£11WA ff.0 lflfYMONO TtJ!fNEI(
ii

•

i

"i
St;AL £

CONFEPEIUTl
FEOERAL

CONTOUR LINES

ol'" MILC3

•
:,

N

w

E

s

Key
Third echelon on Shirley's Hill; a, 26th Battalion; b, Corps of
Cadets.
2 Second echelon on Shirley's Hill; a, 22d Regiment; b, 23d
Battalion.
3 First echelon on Shirley's Hill; a, 51 st Regiment; b, 62d Regiment.
4 Confederate artillery on Shirley's Hill, under McLaughlin.
5 Cadet Battalion in reserve, marching down Shirley's Hill.
6 Seccnd echelc n sheltered by hill, just before advance upcl\ second Federal positicn; a, 22d Regimerit; b, 23d Battalion.
6 1 26th Battalion attached to the left of second echelon, before moving forward to the left of first echelon (7 1 ).
7

First echelon sheltered by hill, just before advance upon sec•
ond Federal position; a, 51 st Regiment; b, 62d Regiment.
7 1 26th Battalion forming left of first echelon.
8
9
10
11

12
13

Two sections of Sncw's Battery in New Market.
Federal troops in New Market; first Federal position.
lmboden's cavalry, Confederate ri[ht, to south of woods, before
moving to cross Smith's Creek.
30th Battalicn, Confederate $kirmish line.
First (Mc.or's) line in second Federal position; a, 18th Connecticut Regiment; b, 123d Ohio Regiment; c, Von Kleiser's
Battery.
Confederate artillery under McLaughlin in advanced position, firing upon second Federal line upon Bushong's Hill.

14

Second Confederate line defending Confederate right; a, 22d
Regiment; b, .23d (Derrick's) Battalion extended in skirmish
line.
15 Cadets in reserve behind Wharton's line, just before reaching the
Bushong House.
16 26t\ (Edgar's) Battalion marching behind 51 st Regiment, because
of bend in river.
17 51 st Regiment marching on both sides of ridge near river.
18 62d Regiment in hollow after retreat from advanced position at 19.
19 62d Reg:ment in advanced position on Bushong's Hill.
20 Company of 34th Massachusetts Regiment supporting Federal
artillery on S ;gel's right.
21 Federal artillery on extreme Federal right, near river-bluffs; a,
Carlin's Battery; b, Snow's Battery.
22 Von Kleiser's Battery en summit of Bushong's Hill, after retreat
from Federal first line (12c).
23 Thoburn's Brigade, Federal second line, on Bushong's Hill;
a, 34th Massachusetts Regiment; b, 1st West Virginia Regiment; c, 54th Pennsylvania Regiment.
24 Ewing's Battery.
25 Federal cavalry l.!nder Stahel.
26 lmboden's artillery and cavalry across Smith's Creek, on Federal
left flank.
27 Du Pont't!i Battery in most advanced position, covering Federal
retreat.
28 12th West Virginia Regiment in reserve.
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the top of the "Bushong Hill." A glance at the Map will show
that Sigel's last position ( Map positions os. 20 to 25), was the
very strongest he could have taken, as it filled the narr9w neck
between the Shenandoah River and Smith's Creek, both of which
were practically unfordable from the recent rains. This line, of
almost one mile in length, with 18 guns on its right flank and
four on its left, had to be charged and driven from its position,
in order to win the battle.
When the Corps reached the point several hundred yards
South of the Bushong House, it was subjected to "a terrible fire
of artillery." Here, CAnELL, first Sergeant D Co., and JONES and
CROCKETT, privates D Co., "fell dead from the explosion of one
shell." Here also, but possibly a little farther back, the Corps
came within range of the U. S. musketry fire. Almost immediately after the explosion of the shell in D Co., McDOWELL, private B Co., "fell, pierced through the heart with a bullet."
The Corps marcbed steadily and continuously over this open
plateau up to the South front of the Bushong House through"mud, in many places over the ankles," a portion of the time
being under both artillery and musketry fire ; the alignment of
the battalion was like that on parade; the gaps in the ranks,
caused by the killed and wounded men, were filled automatically,
as if nothing unusual had happened; and at no time did the
Corps' battle line even waver.
When the Corps reached the Bushong House, which was near
the center of its line of march, it divided in half; A and B Companies passing it on the East side, and C and D Companies on the
West. This necessarily broke the previous alignment, which was
never fully restored. This movement brought the whole Corps
into the Bushong orchard { say from 50 to 100 yards in width),
where it came within from 200 to 300 yards of the three U. S.
batteries on the top of the Bushong /Hill, which "poured incessant volleys of canister and grape into us;" to this incessant fire
of artillery, must be added the musketry fire of the 34th Mass.
Infantry, immediately in front of the Corps. ( See Map, position
23a.) "In this fatal orchard," STANARD and JEFFERSON, privates
B Co., fell mortally wounded; "and, in fact, almost all our loss
was here," including , Col. Scott Shipp, in command of the Corps,
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who was wounded. Capt. Henry A. Wise, of A Co., then took
command, and retained it until the end of the battle.
The deadly fire of shells, grape, canister and bullets, to which
the Corps was subjected in the Bushong Orchard, did not cause
it to retreat, or even to fall back temporarily; but the Cadets
''ran forward" to the remains of a demoli hed rail fence on the
orth edge of the orchard, ''laid down behind the fence, and
began, for the first time, to fire upon the enemy," the Corps, by
its rapid advance, having just gotten into the first line of battle
and filled a gap, caused by the change of position of one or more
other commands. (The location of this old fence is believed to
correspond to that of the present wire fence on the North side of
Bushong's present orchard.) Unfortunately, this position of the
Corps is not given by Prof. Turner on the Colonna-Morgan Map;
though it is, by far, the most important one held by the Corps
during the entire battle, since it filled a wide gap at a critical
moment.
Beyond question, this was the crisis of the battle. The 51st
Virginia Regiment on the left flank of the Corps gave way, and
had to be rallied. And about this time ( say 3 P. M.), possibly a
quarter of an hour earlier, the 62nd Va. Reg., on the right flank of
the Corps, while advancing in the rocky field just Northeast of the
Bu hong House, had to fall back to prevent annihilation. ( Map
C. S. positions 18 and 19.) Position 19 was evidently the most
fatal spot on the battle-field; for Capt. Woodson's Missouri Co.
( attached temporarily to the 62nd Va.), lost 6o out of 70 men,
or 85 per cent., in killed and wounded. ( See Monument to
Woodson's Co., just N. E. of Bushong Yard.)
The stop of the Corps at the Orchard fence could not have
been over 15 or 20 minutes. But whether long or short, it was
the period of the greatest anxiety, during the day, to both officers
and men; because it seemed that the next move, on either side
would probably determine the result of the battle; and this proved
to be correct. For Col. Edgar ( an old V. M. I. graduate, commanding the 26th Va. Battalion), had succeeded in turning the U.
S. right flank on the top of Bushong's Hill. (Map, C. S. position
r6, and U. S. positions 20 and 21). The success of this movement stopped the artillery fire and lessened the musketry fire
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against the Corps, and probably against the 51st and 62nd Va.,
and speedily caused the U. S. line in front and to the left of the
Corps to break and retreat.
When the heavy artillery fire ceased, the command was given
to the Corps to charge. This order was obeyed, not only with
alacrity, but with enthusiasm; "and though the Company organizations were gone, yet they rallied round the colors and
formed some sort of a line as we advanced." So eager were the
Cadets to charge the enemy, 100 or 150 yards off, that it was
difficult for them to find time to load and shoot their old-fashioned
muzzle loading muskets. This, the final charge, commenced in
the wheat field, then a field of mud, just North of the Bushong
Orchard, and continued for some distance North towards the
Pike bridge over the Shenandoah. ( See Small Scale Map.)
The pursuit of the retreating army by the Cadets continued
until the Corps "was halted by order of General Breckinridge."
The Company organizations and the parade alignment of the
Corps were never completely restored after the pursuit commenced.
The battle proper ended about 4 P. M., though there was some
cannonading later in the day on Rude's Hill, about three miles
North of the town. (See Small Scale Map.)
It is a question of some doubt, whether any of the nine
Cadets, who were killed or mortally wounded, fell in this final
charge; though a few of the Cadets are said to have been
wounded after the Corps left the Bushong fence. The writer
regrets that he cannot locate, with any degree of accuracy, the
points where Corporal ATWELL, A Co., private HAYNES, B Co.,
and private WHEELWRIGHT, C Co., fell; but he presumes that all
three were killed or mortally wounded in "the fatal Orchard."
As it is the desire of the writer, that this brief statement shall
contain nothing but the undisputed facts of the Cadets' connection
with the battle, no effort will be made to fix the location, number, or condition of the U. S. guns captured by the Cadets, since
these questions have given rise to much controversy, and no
definitive conclusion has yet been reached.
The Cadets were credited with the capture of from 6o to 100
prisoners.
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As the V. M. I. section .of artillery under Capt. Minge ( Cadet
Capt. A Co.), could not follow the Corps across Shirley's Hill,
Colonel Shipp ordered(. Captain Minge to join the "general artillery column in the main road (Pike), and report to Major McLaughlin." ( See Map, Artillery positions 4 and 13.)
The prompt execution of this order by Captain Minge ( witnessed by the Cadets from Shirley's Hill), as he took the Cadet
battery down the Pike towards the enemy at a sweeping gallop,
was one of the most inspiring sights of the day, and it possibly
bore fruit in the conduct of the Corps at a later hour.
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STATISTICAL TABLE
OPPOSING FORCES.

Prof. E. R. Turner's estimate of the opposing forces, probably the most careful one ever made, is as follows:
Cavalry Artillerymen Total

Infantry

U.S.........
C. s.........

4,700
3,400

I ,000

300

6,000

900

200

4,5 00

Guns

28
18

But probably not over 4,000 U. S. troops and 2,000 C. S.
troops took an active and continuous part in the battle.
STRENGTH AND

Loss

OF

V. M. I.

CORPS.

Estimated strength of V. M. I. Corps .................. 279
Loss in battle, killed and wounded. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Percentage of loss. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

57

20%

This percentage of loss, while not near so great as that of
Capt. Woodson's Mo. Co., is believed to be much greater than
that of most of the other C. S. battalions and regiments.
DURATION OF BATTLE.

Skirmishing before

I 1

A. M.

Battle proper commenced after

I I

A. M.

Fighting on C. S. left wing and probably on right wing, between 12 :30 and 1 :30 P,. M.
Heavy fighting along whole line between River and Creek betwe.en 1 :30 P. M. and 3 or 3 :30 P. M.
Light fighting on retreat of enemy between 3 :30 P. M. and
4 :30 P. nI.
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"Died on the Field of Honor"
For several generations a beautiful and impressive custom has
been followed at the Virginia Military Institute on the fifteenth day
of May. Cadets in the several companies are assigned to represent
those who were killed or mortally wounded in the battle of New
Market. The names of the dead are called with the current rolls
and as the name of each New Market hero is called, his representative steps two paces to the front, salutes, and reports, "Died on the
field of honor."
A similar practice is followed at some of the alumni association
meetings held on New Market Day. There, after extinguishing the
lights, alumni in different parts of the room respond as the roll of
the cadets who lost their lives in the battle is called.
This custom is based upon an incident of history graphically described by Col. J. C. Wise in his Military History of the V. M. I.
(p. 337):
"Latour D'Auvergne entered the military service of France in
1767 and fought with distinction throughout the early years of the
Revolution in the armies of the Alps and the Pyrenees. Time and
again he distinguished himself in battle, and was offered promotion,
but each time he refused it. As a simple captain, he led 8,000 grenadiers, known on account of their murderous bayonet charges as the
Infernal Column. He left the army in 1795, but re-enlisted as a
substitute for the only son of an old friend in 1799, and fought with
Massena in Switzerland. Again he declined promotion, but Napoleon, in 1800, caused him to be officially borne on the rolls as the
'First Grenadier of France.' He was killed on the 22d of June of
that year in Bavaria, whereupon the whole French army mourned
for him three days. His heart was embalmed, placed in a silver
vase carried by his company, and his saber was placed in the Church
of the Invalides. Every morning until the close of the empire, at
the roll call of his regiment, his name was called and the eldest sergeant replied: 'Mort sur le champ de l'honneur.'"
SERGEANT CABELL
CORPORAL ATWILL
PRIVATES
CROCKETT

JONES

HARTSFIELD

McDowELL

HAYNES

STANARD

J:E.FFERSON

WHEEL WRIGHT

